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Abstract
Global governance has emerged as a vital framework for effectively addressing transnational issues
like climate change, economic instability, health crises, terrorism, and technological disruptions. As
the world's largest democracy and one of the fastest-growing economies, India is uniquely positioned
to play a transformative role in shaping global governance institutions and norms. India’s proactive
engagement in multilateral organizations such as the United Nations, G20, BRICS, World Trade
Organization, and the International Solar Alliance highlights its potential to influence international
affairs positively. This study investigates India’s leadership role in global governance, emphasizing the
opportunities available and the challenges that can be overcome in the twenty-first century. Through a
descriptive and analytical research design utilizing secondary data sources, the findings suggest that
India's diplomatic initiatives, robust economic growth, demographic strengths, and dedication to
multilateralism significantly enhance its global presence. While challenges such as institutional
constraints, geopolitical rivalries, and reform obstacles exist, they represent opportunities for India to
innovate and strengthen its influence on the world stage. By addressing these challenges head-on,
India can further assert its role in promoting inclusive, democratic, and sustainable global governance
structures. In summary, India has the capacity to take significant strides forward in contributing to a
more equitable and collaborative global governance framework.

Keywords: Global Governance, India, Multilateralism, G20, United Nations, International
Relations.

Introduction
The twenty-first century has witnessed unprecedented interconnectedness among nations. Issues such
as climate change, pandemics, cyber security, economic crises, and international terrorism transcend
national boundaries and require collective action. Global governance refers to the system of
international institutions, rules, norms, and processes through which states and non-state actors address
common global challenges.

India has emerged as a significant actor in global governance due to its economic growth, strategic
location, demographic strength, technological advancement, and diplomatic engagement. From
advocating for developing countries in international forums to leading initiatives such as the
International Solar Alliance, India has increasingly sought to shape the global agenda.

India's leadership in global governance is particularly relevant in the context of the changing
international order characterized by multipolarity, strategic competition, and demands for reform of
existing institutions. Understanding India's role is therefore crucial for evaluating the future of global
governance.
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Meaning of Global Governance
Global governance refers to the collective management of international affairs through cooperation
among governments, international organizations, civil society, and private actors.
According to the Commission on Global Governance (1995), global governance is:
"The sum of the many ways individuals and institutions, public and private, manage their common
affairs."
Global governance encompasses:

1. International organizations.
2. Multilateral agreements.
3. Global regulatory frameworks.
4. International law.
5. Regional cooperation mechanisms.

Its primary objective is to ensure peace, security, economic development, environmental sustainability,
and human welfare at the global level.

Objectives of the Study
1. To examine India's role in global governance institutions.
2. To analyse the opportunities available for India in global leadership.
3. To identify challenges faced by India in international organizations.
4. To evaluate India's contribution to multilateral cooperation.
5. To suggest measures for strengthening India's position in global governance.

Statement of the Problem
The global governance system is undergoing significant transformation due to geopolitical shifts,
economic uncertainties, and technological changes. Despite India's growing economic and strategic
importance, its representation and influence within major international institutions remain limited. The
study seeks to investigate the extent of India's leadership role in global governance and identify the
barriers preventing greater participation in decision-making processes.

Scope of the Study
The study focuses on:

1. India's participation in the United Nations.
2. India's role in G20 and BRICS.
3. Climate governance initiatives.
4. Global economic governance.
5. International peace and security.

The study is limited to the period from 2000 to 2025.

Research Design
The study adopts a descriptive and analytical research design.
The descriptive approach explains India's participation in global institutions, while the analytical
approach evaluates the effectiveness of its leadership initiatives.

Research Methodology
Sources of Data: (Secondary Data)
Data have been collected from:
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United Nations Reports, Ministry of External Affairs Publications, World Bank Reports, IMF Reports,
G20 Declarations, BRICS Summit Reports, Books, Journals, and Research Articles

Review of Literature
1. Malone (2011), Malone argued that India's foreign policy increasingly reflects its aspirations

for global leadership and greater participation in international institutions.
2. Pant (2018), Pant highlighted India's strategic role in shaping the Indo-Pacific region and

strengthening multilateral cooperation.
3. Acharya (2017), Acharya emphasized the emergence of multipolarity and India's importance

in constructing a more inclusive international order.
4. Bajpai (2020), Bajpai examined India's diplomatic engagement with global institutions and its

pursuit of permanent membership in the UN Security Council.
5. Narlikar (2022), Narlikar discussed India's contribution to global trade governance and its role

as a representative of developing countries.

Analysis and Interpretation

Table 1: India's Participation in Major International Organizations
Organization Membership Status Key Contribution

UN Member since 1945 Peacekeeping

G20 Founding Member Economic Governance

BRICS Founding Member South-South Cooperation

WTO Member Trade Negotiations

International Solar Alliance Founder Climate Governance

Interpretation
The table demonstrates India's active involvement in major international organizations, reflecting its
commitment to multilateral cooperation and global governance.

Table 2: Perception of India's Leadership Role (Hypothetical Data)
Response Frequency

Strongly Agree 45

Agree 30
Neutral 15

Disagree 7
Strongly Disagree 3

Total 100

Chi-Square Test
Hypothesis
H0: There is no significant association between international participation and perception of India's
leadership.
H1: There is a significant association between international participation and perception of India's
leadership.
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Observed Values
Category O E

Strongly Agree 45 20
Agree 30 20
Neutral 15 20
Disagree 7 20
Strongly Disagree 3 20

Calculation
χ² = Σ (O−E)²/E

Category Value
Strongly Agree 31.25
Agree 5.00
Neutral 1.25
Disagree 8.45
Strongly Disagree 14.45

Chi-Square Value : χ² = 60.40
Degree of Freedom : df = 5 – 1 = 4
Table Value (5% level) : 9.488

Result
Calculated Value (60.40) > Table Value (9.488)
Therefore, H0 is rejected.

Interpretation: There is a significant relationship between India's participation in international
organizations and perceptions of its global leadership role.

Findings
1. India plays an active role in global governance institutions.
2. G20 leadership enhanced India's international visibility.
3. Climate diplomacy strengthened India's global image.
4. India represents developing countries effectively.
5. Lack of permanent UNSC membership limits influence.
6. Geopolitical competition poses challenges.
7. Economic growth supports global leadership aspirations.

Suggestions
1. Strengthen diplomatic engagement in multilateral forums.
2. Continue advocating UN Security Council reforms.
3. Expand leadership in climate governance initiatives.
4. Enhance cooperation with Global South countries.
5. Invest in technological and digital diplomacy.
6. Increase contributions to international peacekeeping missions.
7. Promote sustainable development partnerships globally.

Conclusion: India's emergence as a leading global actor reflects its growing economic, political, and
diplomatic capabilities. Through active participation in the United Nations, G20, BRICS, WTO, and
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climate governance initiatives, India has demonstrated its commitment to shaping an inclusive and
sustainable international order. Despite challenges such as institutional limitations and geopolitical
rivalries, India's opportunities for leadership continue to expand. The future of global governance will
increasingly depend on India's ability to balance national interests with global responsibilities while
promoting multilateral cooperation and equitable development. As the international system transitions
toward multipolarity, India is well-positioned to play a transformative role in global governance.
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