
Research Paper 

Impact Factor: 7.358 

Peer Reviewed & Indexed Journal 

www.ijmsrr.com 

 

 IJMSRR 

E- ISSN - 2349-6746 

ISSN -2349-6738 
 

  
 International Journal of Management and Social Science Research Review, Vol-13, Issue-4, April -2026 Page 31 

 
 
 
 
  
 

  

IMPACT OF INTEGRATED CHILD PROTECTION SCHEME AND CHILD CARE STATUS 

- A STUDY 

 

Sura Swetha 

Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, Kakatiya University,Warangal. 

 

Abstract  

Children require be properly protecting, caring for, and supporting for their whole development 

because they are among the most vulnerable members of society. Many children in India struggle with 

issues like poverty, child labor, trafficking, abuse, neglect, and a lack of parental care. These 

problems limit their chances for a safe and healthy existence and have an impact on their social, 

emotional, and physical well-being. In order to build a complete system for child protection, the 

Indian government implemented the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) in 2009. The program 

seeks to develop institutional and community-based child protection systems while offering care, 

protection, rehabilitation, and reintegration services to children in challenging situations. The 

Integrated Child Protection Scheme's effects on child care and protection in India are examined in this 

research. It emphasizes on the function of institutional mechanisms such Child Care Institutions 

(CCIs), District Child Protection Units (DCPUs), Juvenile Justice Boards (JJBs), and Child Welfare 

Committees (CWCs). The analysis is based on secondary data gathered from official statistics about 

child protection programs, government reports, and research publications. Results show that ICPS 

has made a substantial contribution to raising awareness of children's rights, strengthening child 

protection systems, enhancing institutional care, and encouraging family-based care. However, issues 

including poor infrastructure, a lack of qualified staff, and low community awareness continue to have 

an impact on the program's efficacy. The study comes to the conclusion that improving implementation 

and stakeholder collaboration is crucial to improving India's child care situation. 

 

Keywords: Integrated Child Protection Scheme, Child Welfare, Child Care Institutions, Child 

Rights, Child Protection, India. 

 

Introduction  

Despite India's large population roughly 158 million children between the ages of 0 and 6 according to 

the 2011 Census of India child development programs are crucial. The World Bank has highlighted 

these programs' critical role in creating a bright future for the next generation, acknowledging their 

transformative impact on children's health, nutritional, and educational results. In response to these 

demands, the Indian government launched the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 

program, a creative initiative intended to support the holistic development of expectant mothers and 

their offspring. This all-encompassing program explicitly aims to improve the lives of people from 

vulnerable social segments by addressing several aspects of children's health and development. The 

ICDS program acknowledges the critical importance of raising healthy, educated children as vital 

contributors to the country, in line with the larger goal of fostering community development and well-

being. 

 

Children are seen as a country's future, and creating a healthy and forward-thinking society depends on 

their development, protection, and care. The welfare of a nation's children has a significant impact on 

its social and economic development. Children who are raised in a secure and nurturing environment 

are more likely to grow up to be responsible adults who make valuable contributions to society. 

Therefore, it is the government's and society's primary duty to ensure the safety and well-being of 
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children. Protecting children's rights and welfare has become a national priority in emerging nations 

like India, where children make up a sizable section of the population. The number of children in India 

is among the highest in the world. Children make up a sizable portion of the population, according to 

government estimates and census data. Many Indian children still confront significant obstacles that 

jeopardize their safety and development in spite of numerous policy initiatives and welfare programs. 

Millions of children nationwide are impacted by issues like poverty, child labor, child trafficking, 

abuse, neglect, abandonment, and exploitation. Additionally, many kids may not have access to 

adequate family support, healthcare, or education. These circumstances put individuals at risk for a 

variety of psychological, emotional, and physical injuries. There is an urgent need for a robust and all-

encompassing child protection system in India because studies and surveys have revealed that a 

significant proportion of children face various sorts of violence or abuse during their upbringing. 

 

The Indian government has implemented a number of laws and initiatives to safeguard children and 

guarantee their welfare in recognition of these difficulties. The Integrated Child Protection Scheme 

(ICPS), a centrally financed program introduced by the Ministry of Women and Child Development in 

2009, is among the most important efforts in this area. ICPS's main goal is to provide a secure and 

nurturing environment for kids, especially those who are at risk or in challenging situations. 

Additionally, the program promotes the efficient application of child protection legislation, 

particularly the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act.  By combining numerous 

organizations and services into a single system, the Integrated Child safety Scheme offers a thorough 

framework for child safety. It focuses on bolstering institutional frameworks, enhancing departmental 

coordination, and fostering collaborations with community members, civil society organizations, and 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The program seeks to guarantee that children in need 

receive prompt care, protection, and rehabilitation services through this integrated approach. 

 

ICPS's emphasis on providing children with both institutional and non-institutional care is another key 

component. Services offered by Child Care Institutions, such as observation homes, refuge homes, and 

special homes for kids unable to remain with their families because of challenging circumstances, are 

referred to as institutional care. Conversely, family-based options including foster care, adoption, and 

sponsorship programs are the main focus of non-institutional care. These methods seek to give kids a 

nurturing family environment, which is thought to be better for their social and emotional growth. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To analyze the child care status and protection mechanisms in the country. 

2. To examine the impact of ICPS on child protection and rehabilitation. 

3. To identify the challenges in implementing child protection programs. 

 

Methodology 

The study is based on secondary data collected from various reliable sources such as government 

reports, publications of the Ministry of Women and Child Development, research articles, books, and 

official websites related to child welfare and protection. These sources provide valuable information 

about the implementation and outcomes of ICPS in India. 

 

The state of institutional and non-institutional child care services in India as a whole. It entails 

evaluating the operation of foster care programs, adoption services, Child Care Institutions (CCIs), and 

community-based child safety efforts. In order to comprehend how these systems shield children from 

abuse, neglect, and exploitation, the analysis also examines the legal and legislative framework, 
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including the Juvenile Justice Act and associated child protection statutes. Researchers can find areas 

for improvement, gaps, and strengths in the current child care system to improve children's welfare 

and protection. 

 

The protection and rehabilitation of vulnerable children in India has been impacted by the Integrated 

Child Protection Scheme (ICPS). It focuses on comprehending the efficacy of institutional 

mechanisms such as juvenile justice boards, child care facilities, district child protection units, and 

child welfare committees. The goal also takes into account how ICPS helps rescued children receive 

family-based care, counseling, education, and career training. Researchers can ascertain how the 

program enhances children's safety, well-being, social reintegration, and long-term development by 

analyzing the results of ICPS programs, highlighting both successes and areas in need of 

improvement. 
 

The effective implementation of child protection initiatives in India. Inadequate infrastructure in child 

care facilities, a lack of qualified social workers, low community understanding of children's rights, 

budgetary limitations, and shoddy monitoring and evaluation procedures are some of the difficulties. 

Policymakers and practitioners can create plans to improve the child protection system by having a 

better understanding of these issues. This goal lays the groundwork for enhancing the efficacy, 

accessibility, and sustainability of child welfare programs under the ICPS framework by identifying 

gaps in services, human resources, and institutional capacity. 

 

Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS): An Overview 

The Government of India introduced the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) in 2009 with the 

goal of developing a thorough and integrated framework for child protection throughout the nation. In 

order to address the growing concerns about child abuse, exploitation, neglect, and other types of 

violence against children, the Ministry of Women and Child Development created the program. Every 

Indian kid should grow up in a secure and nurturing environment where their rights are upheld and 

their general development is encouraged, according to ICPS. The program aims to enhance 

coordination, efficiency, and accountability in the provision of child welfare services by combining 

various child protection programs and institutions into a single system. 

 

Two broad types of children that need special care and support are the focus of the Integrated Child 

Protection Scheme. Children who require care and protection fall under the first group. These kids 

could be orphans, neglected, abandoned, or victims of child labor, abuse, trafficking, or natural 

calamities. They are vulnerable to abuse or exploitation and frequently lack adequate family support. 

Children who are accused of committing a crime and who need appropriate guidance, rehabilitation, 

and reintegration into society fall under the second group. The plan highlights the need to treat these 

kids with compassion, empathy, and an emphasis on rehabilitation rather than punishment. 

 

On bolstering institutional and community-based support networks, ICPS seeks to stop child abuse, 

neglect, exploitation, and violence. Its main goals include raising awareness of children's rights and 

promoting community involvement in child protection. The program acknowledges that cooperation 

between families, communities, governmental institutions, and civil society organizations is necessary 

for effective child protection. In order to identify and support children who are facing challenging 

situations, ICPS encourages cooperation between local communities, government institutions, and 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 
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The program consists of a number of essential elements that are crucial to the execution of child 

protection services. The District Child Protection Unit (DCPU), which oversees and coordinates all 

child protection operations at the district level, is one of the key elements. Another significant entity in 

charge of making decisions pertaining to children in need of care and protection is the Child Welfare 

Committee (CWC). In a similar vein, the Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) handles matters involving 

minors who are in legal trouble and makes sure that their rights are upheld during the court 

proceedings. 
 

Child Care Status in India 

In India, child care encompasses a wide range of services and initiatives aimed at promoting children's 

general development, safety, and protection. The essential requirements of children, including 

housing, education, healthcare, nutrition, and emotional support, are the main emphasis of these 

services. For children who are at risk because of poverty, abuse, abandonment, trafficking, or a lack of 

parental care, child care is especially crucial. In order to safeguard children and advance their physical, 

mental, and social well-being, the Indian government collaborates with a number of non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs). 

 

Child Care Institutions (CCIs) are a significant part of India's child care system. Children who are 

unable to live with their relatives because of challenging circumstances are cared for and protected by 

these institutions. These facilities frequently house orphaned, abandoned, neglected, or rescued 

children from abuse, child labor, and trafficking. The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act governs CCIs, which include shelter homes, children's homes, observation houses, and 

special homes. Basic amenities like secure housing, wholesome food, education, medical treatment, 

counseling, and recreational opportunities are provided by these establishments. Additionally, through 

social support programs and therapy, they seek to promote children's emotional and psychological 

growth. 
 

Various government reports state that thousands of India's vulnerable youngsters reside in child care 

facilities run by the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS). These organizations are essential in 

shielding kids from danger and giving them chances to learn and grow as individuals. It is generally 

acknowledged, therefore, that family-based care should be used whenever feasible and that 

institutional care should only be used as a stopgap measure. 
 

The Indian government has been promoting family-based care systems more and more in recent years 

as a more natural and supportive setting for kids. Adoption, foster care, sponsorship programs, and 

kinship care agreements are some of these systems. While foster care offers children who are unable to 

remain with their original family’s temporary family placement, adoption enables youngsters without 

parental support to join a permanent family. Sponsorship programs provide families with financial 

support so that children can stay with their parents or other family members while attending school 

and receiving other necessities. 
 

Impact of ICPS on Child Protection in India 

Strengthening Institutional Mechanisms 

The development and fortification of institutional systems for child protection at the federal, state, and 

local levels is one of the main effects of ICPS. Child protection services were frequently dispersed and 

poorly coordinated prior to the scheme's inception. By establishing crucial organizations like District 

Child Protection Units (DCPUs), Child Welfare Committees (CWCs), and Juvenile Justice Boards 

(JJBs) at the district level, ICPS has contributed to the development of an organized system. These 
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organizations are in charge of enforcing child protection laws and regulations, keeping an eye on 

situations involving children who are at risk, and guaranteeing that children receive the proper care 

and assistance. These groups have made it easier for government departments, law enforcement, and 

social care organizations to coordinate. 
 

Improved Rehabilitation Services 

The enhancement of rehabilitation programs for kids who have been saved from hazardous and 

challenging circumstances is another important effect of ICPS. In India, a large number of children 

suffer from neglect, child labor, abuse, and trafficking. To assist these kids in healing and starting 

anew, ICPS offers a range of rehabilitation services. These services include formal schooling, 

healthcare facilities, career training programs, and psychological counseling. Children who receive 

this kind of support are better equipped to overcome trauma and acquire the skills necessary to live 

autonomous and fruitful lives in the future. Reintegrating children with their families whenever it is 

suitable and safe is another goal of rehabilitation programs. 
 

Promotion of Non-Institutional Care 

Additionally, ICPS has promoted non-institutional child care. The program places more emphasis on 

family-based options including foster care, sponsorship programs, and adoption than it does on 

institutional care alone. These choices give kids the chance to grow up in a family setting, which is 

usually thought to be better for their social, emotional, and psychological development. ICPS hopes to 

lessen children's long-term reliance on daycare facilities and give them a more secure and caring 

environment by sponsoring such programs. 
 

Awareness and Community Participation 

The program has also helped raise public knowledge of child rights and child protection legislation. 

ICPS has assisted in educating the public about the significance of shielding children from abuse and 

exploitation through community awareness campaigns, school-based initiatives, and training sessions 

for educators, social workers, and local authorities. In order to identify children who are at risk and 

report instances of violence or neglect, community involvement is crucial. These initiatives support the 

development of a safe space where communities actively support the protection of children's rights and 

welfare. 
 

Challenges in the Implementation of ICPS 

Notwithstanding the fact that the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) has significantly 

improved child protection services in India, a number of obstacles still stand in the way of its 

successful execution. These obstacles make it more difficult for the program to reach all children who 

are at risk and give them the high-quality care and protection they need. Strengthening the nation's 

child protection system requires addressing these problems. Inadequate infrastructure in many Child 

Care Institutions (CCIs) is one of the main issues. Even though ICPS has created several institutions, 

some of them lack the infrastructure necessary to give children the care they need. Some institutions 

have reported issues like overcrowding, subpar living conditions, and restricted access to healthcare 

and education services. The physical and mental health of children residing in such facilities may be 

impacted by these flaws. The lack of qualified employees and social workers is another serious 

problem. Skilled specialists including social workers, psychologists, counselors, and child welfare 

officers are necessary for effective child protection. However, there are insufficiently qualified staff 

members in many regions to oversee child safety programs. Delays in case management, a lack of 

counseling services, and insufficient oversight of children's welfare might result from this deficit. 

Another significant issue is the lack of knowledge in communities regarding child safety laws and 
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services. Programs like ICPS and hotlines like Child line 1098 are not widely known. Because of this, 

incidents of child exploitation, abuse, or neglect frequently go unreported. Therefore, it is crucial to 

raise awareness and educate communities about children's rights and the protection services that are 

accessible. 
 

Conclusion 

India's child protection system has been strengthened in large part thanks to the Integrated Child 

Protection Scheme (ICPS). The program was launched with the intention of developing a thorough and 

well-coordinated strategy to shield kids from exploitation, abuse, neglect, and other types of harm. 

ICPS has contributed to the improvement of the overall structure of child protection mechanisms 

throughout the nation by uniting disparate child welfare agencies and institutions under a single 

framework. Important organizations including Child Welfare Committees, Juvenile Justice Boards, 

District Child Protection Units, and Child Care Institutions have been established as a result of it. 

These organizations collaborate to guarantee the security and welfare of children who are at risk. The 

enhancement of services offered to children in need of care and protection is one of ICPS's greatest 

accomplishments. By guaranteeing that children who are orphaned, abandoned, or rescued from 

challenging situations receive appropriate housing, education, healthcare, and counseling, the program 

has improved institutional care. Adoption, foster care, and sponsorship programs are examples of 

family-based care systems that ICPS has highlighted as being crucial. The goal of these programs is to 

give kids a loving home setting that fosters their social and emotional growth. Additionally, through 

community outreach activities, training initiatives, and awareness campaigns, the program has 

contributed to raising knowledge of child rights and child protection laws. 
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